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INNOVATION AND DEMOCRATIC PROCESSES

ABSTRACT

The scientific - technological progress as the most essential block of the informa-
tion level of the latest development process of human society is most conspicuously
revealed through and by the innovative processes in public life.

The innovation itself is a manifold and complicated occurrence that covers several
spheres of science, technology, economics, governance and management.

As it has been mentioned, the Innovation is a complicated malty-step process
with all its components heaving specific aims on the way of achieving the final
goal. Although one essential feature of the modern information age society is its
“innovative surplus” so that traditional forms of "socialization of innovations “are
frequently insufficient.

The notion that innovations have always been one of the most important means
of progress for the mankind throughout its history is quite old, though current
situation differs from all the previous ones qualitatively. The universal tendency
towards innovations triggered by the information age has inflicted “cultural shock”
over societies (A. Toffler) - unpredictability of future, general uncertainty, rapid
changes, all leading to the existential risk of an individual. Being the phenomenon
unknown until recently it jeopardizes the very existence of a person and threatens
it. (A. Giddens).

Rising of openness towards innovations of general culture and strengthening of
public awareness towards acceptance of innovations can make possible the estab-
lishment of innovation-friendly institutions in any society.

These results and the related threats were foreseen even earlier, when the
outstanding theorist of post-industrial era D. Bell had predicted them. As he gives
it “Currently we are facing not only the threat of total loss of any reasonable con-
nection with the past, but we have to get prepared for the most unknown future.
Not only particular individuals, but the whole societies are facing these threats. ”
This rather ample excerpt outlines the situation of modern times when not only the
scale of contemporary innovations differs from so called “traditional” ones, but most
importantly they contrast qualitatively.

We frankly think that these three requirements that are absolute necessity
dictated by current state of affairs, leads to qualitative change in state-citizen re-
lationships. Moreover we should understand that no alternative can be found for
developmentin the information age, as far as any isolationistic or “escape the reality” 8000 BIAEI805
attitude is devastating both on the individual and state levels, with the high likeli- 3oeogogob gmi@mo
hood of de-socialization of the former and even loosing sovereignty of the letter. beobigBob Lobgm8Bogm

Based upon the aforementioned statements, it seems clear, that caring for the 960396b0GgG0b LodbyLobs
inculcation and further development of the creative skills of citizen in the informa- ©s bmgosrog® 8g(3bagfgdsms
tion age had already passed the private realm and became “the public issue.” Sure, B3 9GIG0L 2bobBgbo
problem-solving is always may-fold and for the beginning promotion and support of
the “culture of innovations” seems the most effective. This on the one hand should
invite the citizen to create within himself/herself positive attitude towards innova-
tions, while on the other, the state should regard the ”culture of innovation” with
due attention, presenting it as the most efficient model for the development.

Currently the innovative activities and the level of acceptance of the culture of
innovations has turned into almost the same key indicator for the developed states
as itis in regard of the level of inviolability /violation of the basic democratic values
-inviolability of proprietary rights, freedom of expression, just and impartial courts,
etc.- within them. The latter statement leads us to the conclusion, that “the culture
of innovations” should obtain a political dimension and be regarded as one of the
major indicator of the democratic development of the society.
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This gloomy reality is particularly noticeable in develop-
ing countries, in post-soviet societies for instance. Underde-
velopment of the culture of innovations is the basic reason
of inability of these societies to be unwavering on the way
of development, making them vulnerable to stagnation and
regress. Regretfully, crisis that almost unavoidably follows,
most frequently is wrongly understood and is incorrectly
regarded as a failure of traditional democratic values and
structures, even of the breakdown of the whole of the west-
ern civilization, leading to neglecting of democracy as a way
of life and resulting in the establishment of authoritarian
regimes and patrimonial order.
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To our understanding, for the prevention of further
proliferation of anti-western social stand in the developing
countries, strengthening of democracy and market economy
principles there, the developed countries and the respective
international organizations should necessarily promote and
strongly support the culture of innovations, focus on posi-
tive sides of the innovative activities. All the aforementioned
measures will support constant development of post-soviet
countries towards democracy, back their gradual, evolution-
ary transformation into the information age societies and
in parallel to this process significantly lessen anti-western
and anti-democratic threats in many countries worldwide.
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